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As new forms of government replace repressive regimes, the perennial question arises:
How to deal with the wrongdoers of the old regime? In the effort to heal and rebuild
societies torn by violence, new governments and the international community have tried
mechanisms ranging from criminal trials and financial restitution to public denunciation to
more symbolic measures such as truth commissions. The results have been mixed. But out
of the often failed transitional justice processes of the past, a body of empirical research is
emerging that can provide, if not prescriptive answers, at least better questions.

In Assessing the Impact of Transitional Justice, fourteen leading researchers study seventy
countries that have suffered from autocratic rule, genocide, and protracted internal conflict.
The authors gauge the effectiveness of various transitional justice mechanisms in wide-
ranging sociocultural contexts. In a dramatic departure from the typically discursive, anec-
dotal literature, they use empirical research to make statistical comparisons among the
bewildering array of factors that can affect the success or failure of transitional justice. Their
findings will prove vitally important for policymakers, legal advocates, and anyone faced
with the daunting task of implementing or monitoring restorative justice processes.

, transitional justice programme manager at Cape Town's Centre
for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation, is coeditor in chief of the International Journal
of Transitional Justice. is deputy director of communications and
public affairs at the United Nations Foundation, and a former senior program associate at
the Science and Human Rights Program of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science. , Healey Professor of Medical Humanities and Ethics at
the University of Connecticut Health Center, is the author of sixteen books, including Truth

and Reconciliation in South Africa: Did the TRC Deliver? (with Hugo van der Merwe).
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